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Dear Dean, dear professors, dear members of the
administrative staff, dear students,

Good evening!

I am deeply honoured to have been invited to say
a few words for this joyful occasion.

This is a very special day for the students of this
room, and since this celebration is held in their
name, I will allow myself to address them directly.

Dear students, [ would like to ask you: What does
it mean to graduate?

One could say that to graduate is to end, to turn
the page on a chapter of your lives.

Turning that page, some of you could think
of where they lived, and part with the walls of
their student home. Some of you could think of
where they learned, and part with their libraries
and classrooms. All of you, I'm sure, will think of
the people in their student life, and part with the
professors that guided them as well as the friends
that walked with them.

Perhaps you will never see these places and
people again. They will become memories, stored
next to those of finishing primary school, middle
school and high school. You may feel like you've
walked a long way to arrive at this point, and yet
you may also feel like your life is passing by so
quickly that you don't realize it. Haven't we all had
times where we felt life was too short, or perhaps
even a little bit senseless? Yes, ending chapters is
sometimes a little scary.

Fortunately, if to graduate means to end, to
graduate also mean to begin, to start writing a new
page in a new chapter of your lives.

Starting to write this new page, you could
consider that, however short life may be, the
situation in which you are today is one of the
greatest possible, especially when compared to
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other people's lives.

Think of people your age who never went to
school and can't even read. Then think of you
having earned a diploma from China's most
celebrated university.

Think of average fashion models and football
players, who struggle to find a job once they are
over 30. Then think of you having studied law and
being able to use it until the end of your life.

Think of people the age of your grandparents,
who regret not using their time here to fulfill their
dreams. Then think of you, youthful, with so much
energy and time to make your own dreams come
true.

Truly, you are blessed, with youth, with
understanding, with ability, with potential, with
Success.

You are at the right time at the right place, as
both law as a discipline and China as a country
become so overwhelmingly important in the world
of today.

Haven't we all had times where we felt so
free and mighty we could do anything? You are
blossoming flowers in a blossoming country: the
future belongs to you.



Oh yes, to graduate here, now, in this manner,
undoubtedly means freedom: you can really write
anything you want in this new page of your book of
life.

Someone once said, though, that freedom
is lost the moment we use it. The moment you
write on your new page, it is not new anymore.
Unfortunately, freedom is useless if it is not used.
Your new page is useless if it is not written upon.
So what should you write? This is a hard question.

As pointed out, your position offers you a myriad
of possibilities. Some of you, nonetheless, may
feel that they have so many possibilities that they
don't know what to do or where to start. There is
no simple solution to this matter, but allow me to
present to you my humble opinion on it.

As I have hinted to before, knowledge is power.
When knowledge flows from teachings received
at such an exceptional university as Tsinghua, the
power that stems from these teachings is equally
exceptional. What Tsinghua cannot teach you,
however, is how to make use of this knowledge,
how to make use of this power. And indeed, there
are many options for this use.

Perhaps you will decide to take a highly paid job
to reward yourself and enjoy a luxurious life.

After all, that is what most seems to be doing in
this unforgiving world where everyone should fight
for himself.

Perhaps you will decide to take a highly
prestigious job to make your father and mother
proud and happy. After all, they protected and
nourished you all of your life, therefore they
deserve that you make all their hopes for you come
true.
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Perhaps you will decide to take a job that
allows you to contribute to the glorious rebirth of
China after two centuries of hardships. After all,
of all the countries in the world, China has the
greatest potential for leading the world in an age of
harmony, peace and justice.

Perhaps you will think of all the evils that plague
the world, and decide to do your part in making it a
better place. After all, as said Albert Einstein: "the
world is a dangerous place to live; not because of
the people who are evil, but because of the people
who don't do anything about it. "

How you will use your power depends on you.
Of course, the ideal outcome would be that you
find a way to live that satisfies all of the previously
mentioned aims. More often than not, however,
life calls upon us to make choices, and it is these
choices that shape us. [ wish that, despite our youth,
we will make wise choices.

Right now, however, I think that the wisest thing
to do for you is to thank Tsinghua, thank your
professors, thank the administrative team, thank
your parents, thank your friends and, finally, thank
yourself and enjoy this long awaited graduation day.
You deserve it.

Thank you very much for your attention.

A BHELFE
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